
 

 

 

 

Circular No 314/2026 
Dated 1 Sept 2026 
 
To Members of the Malaysian Bar 
 

New Arrangements for the Hearing of Civil and Criminal Cases at the Georgetown 
and Butterworth High Courts from 1 Sept 2026 

 
We have received a notification from the Penang Bar Committee on the new arrangements for 
the hearing of civil and criminal cases at the Georgetown and Butterworth High Courts, 
effective today, 1 Sept 2026. 
 
Members from outside of Penang attending court matters in Penang are requested to take note 
of the following: 
 

(1) Effective 1 Sept 2026, all eight High Courts in Penang, comprising the Georgetown and 
Butterworth High Courts, will hear both civil and criminal cases across all codes based 
on digit allocation, rather than the existing jurisdiction-based allocation; 

(2) With effect from 1 Sept 2026, all new civil and criminal High Court cases are to be filed 
using the “PA” code only.  The “PB” code will be deactivated for new filings and will 
only continue to apply to existing cases; 

(3) The intitulement for all newly registered cases shall be: “In the High Court of Malaya 
at Penang”; 

(4) Joint Petition Divorce cases (“33JP”) will continue to be heard before the Judges of the 
Georgetown Sessions Court; and 

(5) Probate, Letters of Administration (“LA”), bankruptcy, post-bankruptcy and 
enforcement matters will continue to be heard by the Deputy Registrar and Senior 
Assistant Registrars at the Georgetown High Court, as per the existing arrangement. 

 
Members are advised to take note of these changes, particularly the new filing code and 
allocation of cases, which come into effect from today, 1 Sept 2026. 
 
Click here (see page 2 onwards) to view the notification from the Penang Bar Committee as 
well as the original notification from the Deputy Registrar of the Penang High Court. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Indran Kumaraguru and Alvin Oh Seong Yew 
Co-Chairpersons 
Bar Council Court Liaison Committee 
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Court Liaison 25/26                                             26 August 2026 
 
To Members of the Penang Bar, 
 

New Arrangements for the Hearing of Civil and Criminal Cases at the Georgetown  
and Butterworth High Courts, effective 1 September 2026 

We have received a notification from the Deputy Registrar of the Penang High Court, Puan Aziana Binti Azib 
entitled “MAKLUMAN BERHUBUNG DENGAN KETETAPAN PENDENGARAN KES-KES SIVIL DAN 
JENAYAH DI MAHKAMAH TINGGI GEORGETOWN DAN MAHKAMAH TINGGI BUTTERWORTH, PULAU 
PINANG MULAI 1 SEPTEMBER 2026” regarding the new arrangements for the hearing of Civil and Criminal 
cases at the Georgetown and Butterworth High Courts, effective 1 September 2026. 

Members are requested to take note of the following: 

1. Effective 1 September 2026, all eight (8) High Courts in Penang, comprising the Georgetown and 
Butterworth High Courts, will hear both Civil and Criminal cases for all codes based on digit allocation, 
instead of the existing jurisdiction-based allocation. 

2. With effect from 1 September 2026, all new civil and criminal High Court cases are to be filed using the 
“PA” code only. The “PB” code will be deactivated for new filings and will only continue to apply to 
existing cases. 

3. The Intitulement for all newly registered cases shall be as follows:  
“In the High Court of Malaya at Penang”. 

4. Joint Petition Divorce cases (33JP) will continue to be heard before the Judges of the Georgetown 
Sessions Court. 

5. Probate, Letters of Administration (“LA”), Bankruptcy, Post-Bankruptcy and Enforcement matters will 
continue to be heard by the Deputy Registrar and Senior Assistant Registrars at the Georgetown High 
Court, as per the existing arrangement. 

Members are advised to take note of the above changes, particularly the new filing code and allocation of 
cases, which will take effect from 1 September 2026. 

For Members’ information and attention, we attach the following documents received from the Penang High 
Court: 

1. Schedule on the Arrangement for the Hearing of Civil and Criminal Cases at the Georgetown and 
Butterworth High Courts, Penang, effective 1 September 2026 (Appendix A); and 

2. Directory of Officers and Secretaries of the Georgetown and Butterworth High Courts, Penang 
(Appendix B). 

Members who require further clarification may contact Puan Aziana Binti Azib at 04-251 4040 or the relevant 
Court officers as listed in Appendix B. 

Thank you. 

Gowri Subbaiyah and Tinoshiny a/p Arumugam 
Co-Chairpersons 
Civil Practice and Court Liaison Subcommittee 
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