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Circular No 247/2025 
Dated 8 July 2025 
 
To all Members of the Malaysian Bar and pupils in chambers  
 

Walk to Safeguard Judicial Independence (14 July 2025) 
Perarakan Membela Kebebasan Kehakiman  

 
We refer to Circular No 238/2025 dated 1 July 2025, which notified Members of an 
Extraordinary General Meeting (“EGM”) scheduled for 26 July 2025, to discuss matters 
concerning vacancies in the Judiciary, its office bearer positions, the appointment process, 
continuity in leadership of the Judiciary, and the independence of the Judiciary, in general. 
 
However, recent events have heightened the Bar’s concerns.  Accordingly, acting under the 
mandate given by Members via the Resolution on the Judiciary and the Malaysian Bar adopted 
at the 79th Annual General Meeting of the Malaysian Bar held on 15 Mar 2025, and our 
statutory duties, we call upon Members to join us in a peaceful walk from the Palace of Justice 
(“POJ”) to the Prime Minister’s Office (“PMO”) in Putrajaya on 14 July 2025, to hand over a 
Memorandum: 
 

(1) wherein the Malaysian Bar calls upon judicial leadership positions to be filled as soon 
as possible by judges of impeccable character, integrity, unblemished reputation, 
judicial experience and acumen as measured and demonstrated by a record of quality, 
consistency and clarity in decision making and written judgments, and who command 
the respect of their peers on the Bench, at the Bar, and the Malaysian public; 
 

(2) to reiterate our call for the immediate release of the relevant Judicial Appointments 
Commission meeting minutes and to call for urgent and immediate inquiries into 
whether or not there was interference in judicial affairs, as was recently referred to in 
the media,1 and with regard to our Press Release dated 25 June 2025; 
 

(3) to renew our call for the establishment of a Royal Commission of Inquiry (“RCI”) to 
investigate whether or not there was any interference with the Judiciary, as referred to 
in the speech by the former Chief Justice of Malaysia, Tun Tengku Maimun binti Tuan 
Mat, at the Opening of the Legal Year 2025; and 

 
1“Police report by senior judge involving Malaysiakini leaked”, Malaysiakini, 24 June 2025; “JAC questioned 
senior judge on alleged judicial interference, says source”, Free Malaysia Today, 24 June 2025. 

https://www.malaysianbar.org.my/article/news/press-statements/press-statements/press-statement-malaysian-bar-urges-transparency-over-alleged-judicial-interference-considers-court-ordered-disclosure-of-jac-records
https://www.malaysianbar.org.my/article/news/speeches/speeches/https-www-malaysianbar-org-my-cms-upload-files-document-oly-speech-2025-chief-justice-of-malaysia-pdf
http://www.malaysianbar.org.my/cms/upload_files/document/Circular%20No%20238-2025.pdf
https://www.malaysianbar.org.my/cms/upload_files/document/Resolution%20on%20the%20Judiciary%20and%20Malaysian%20Bar.pdf
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(4) to expeditiously fill the numerous vacancies2 in the Judiciary, which has led to the
fixing of some cases for hearing as late as 2030, resulting in significant delays in, if not
a denial of, justice — a looming crisis that must be averted immediately.

The POJ is not just a symbolic starting point; it is the very heart of our judicial system, from 
where justice is dispensed.  The institution of the Judiciary must be defended!  Walking from 
the POJ to the PMO — a walk of some 2,600 metres straight — would demonstrate 
the commitment of the Malaysian Bar to judicial independence and integrity.  

The Walk will take place as follows: 

Date: 14 July 2025 (Monday) 
Time:   2:00 pm 
Gathering point: Palace of Justice (entrance facing Perbadanan Putrajaya) 
Destination:  Prime Minister’s Office 
Dress code: Chambers attire 

Should you have any queries, please contact Masrita Jusoh by email at 
masrita@malaysianbar.org.my, or by telephone at 03-2050 2011 / 013-987 5005.  

See you on 14 July — let’s walk together to safeguard the independence of our Judiciary! 

Thank you. 

Mohamad Ezri b Abdul Wahab 
President 
Malaysian Bar 

2 According to the JAC, there are at present 31 vacancies among Superior Court Judges.  There does not appear 
to be ready data for projected vacancies (taking into account impending retirements at all levels), but it is clear 
that the vacancies would likely be even greater than this, by the end of the year, as we have highlighted in our 
Press Release dated 5 June 2025. 

mailto:masrita@malaysianbar.org.my
https://www.jac.gov.my/en/pelantikan/statistics
https://www.malaysianbar.org.my/article/news/press-statements/press-statements/press-release-judicial-extensions-promotions-and-appointments-the-nation-awaits
http://www.malaysianbar.org.my/cms/upload_files/document/CircularNo267-2019.pdf

