Circular No 174/2026 CPD code: T3/10062026/BC/BC264268/5
Dated 5 June 2026 CPD points: 5

LEGAL SYMPOSIUM ON CHILDREN'’S
RIGHTS TO ACCESS TO JUSTICE AND
EFFECTIVE REMEDIES

10 June 2026 (Wednesday)
o 9:00 am to 5:00 pm

Raja Aziz Addruse Auditorium,
Level 2, Wisma Badan Peguam Malaysia,
Kuala Lumpur, 50500 Malaysia / Zoom

CO Registration Link:

https:/forms.gle/ DFTXZtaUWwfdSiAa7 SCAN HERE

This event is FREE of charge. However, advance registration is required, as only a limited
number of seats are available for in-person attendance.

MOBILE

‘6 ly CHILDREN'S

COURT

Mobile Children’s Court is available for
viewing at the Ground Floor parking area.

The symposium aims to highlight key developments locally and regionally, including gaps that
need to be addressed as per the recommendations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child
(“CRC”) during its review of Malaysia. The symposium will be a mix of presentations, case
studies and interactive panels/discussions where participants will engage with pressing child rights
issues in Malaysia, including access to justice, harmful practices and the role of the judiciary/legal
institutions in safeguarding child rights, pursuant to the CRC general comment 27 on access to
justice and effective remedies for children. We hope this session will be a space to foster informed
dialogue about child rights, strengthen legal advocacy in this area for practitioners and law

students and inspire collective efforts to advance child rights in Malaysia.


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdXR5zdmCYxlGIxPHZoNmZRSm2Z-_ZGdfYQG-u2pW4TGPmTLg/formResponse

PROGRAMME

TIME

SESSION

SPEAKER(S) / MODERATOR

8:30 am - 9:00 am

Registration

9:00 am - 9:15 am

Opening Address via Video
Presentation

Dato' Shyamala Alagendra Khan

International Lawyer; Former Child Rights
Advisor to the UN in Myanmar

9:15am - 10:15 am

Overview & Comparison of
Malaysia

(1) Professor Ton Liefaard
UNICEF Chair in Children's Rights at
Leidan University

(2) Dato' Yasmeen bt Haji Mohd Shariff
Co-Chairperson, Bar Council Child Rights
Committee

10:15am - 11:15 am

Good Practices in Asia Pacific on

(1) Rehana Dole
Programme Manager, UNICEF Chair in
Children's Rights

(2) M K Thas
Co-Chairperson, Bar Council Child Rights

Domesticating CRC Committee
(3) Dr Farah Nini Dusuki
Chief Children Commissioner,
Human Rights Commission of Malaysia
(“SUHAKAM”)
11:15 am - 11:30 am Coffee & Tea Break

11:30 am - 12:30 pm

Children’s Access to Justice in
Malaysia: Case Studies —
Spotlighting Aspirational Children’s
Rights Cases

Speakers

(1) Professor Ton Liefaard
UNICEF Chair in Children's Rights at
Leidan University

(2) Khaizan Sharizad (Sherrie) Ab Razak
Partner at Seira & Sharizad

(3) Collin Andrew
Co-Deputy Chairperson, Bar Council Child
Rights Committee

Moderator
Sharmila Sekaran

All-Party Parliamentary Group Malaysia-
Children's Rights (“APPGM-CR”)

12:30 pm - 1:30 pm

Lunch & Mobile Children’s Court
Viewing

Briefing by
YBrs Zuhair bin Rosli
Deputy Registrar




1:30 pm - 2:15 pm

Human Rights Cities & the Laws That
Impact Children

Speakers

(1) Dip Magar
Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights
(“ESCR”) Bangkok

(2) Puan Farah Adura binti Hamidi
Timbalan Ketua Pengarah (Perancangan
dan Pembangunan), Jabatan Wilayah
Persekutuan

(3) Meera Samanther
Co-Chairperson, Bar Council
Constitutional Law and Human Rights
Committee

Moderator

Jessie Lee

Member of the SUHAKAM Children’s
Consultative Council

2:15 pm - 3:00 pm

Harmful Practices & the Law (Early,
Forced and Child Marriage, Female
Genital Cutting)

Speakers

(1) Dr Subatra Jayaraj
Reproductive Rights Advocacy
Alliance Malaysia (“RRAAM”)

(2) Melissa Akhir
SUHAKAM Commissioner

(3) Rehana Dole
Programme Manager, UNICEF Chair in
Children's Rights

Moderator

Firzana Redzuan
Monsters Among Us (“MAU”); APPGM-CR

3:00 pm - 3:15 pm

Coffee & Tea Break

3:15 pm - 4:30 pm

Beyond the Courts: Effective
Remedies for Children in Informal,
Community-Based and Cultural Legal
Structures

Speakers

(1) Sachpreetraj Singh Sohanpal
Raj & Sach

(2) Professor Ton Liefaard
UNICEF Chair in Children's Rights at
Leidan University

(3) Qalista Dohny
Chief Deputy Secretary, SUHAKAM Sabah

Moderator
Profesor Dato’ Noor Aziah binti Hj Mohd Awal

Professor, National University of Malaysia
(“UKM”)

4:30 pm - 4:45 pm

Closing Address

Dr Mikiko Otani

Family Law Practitioner, Former Chair of the
United Nations Committee on the Rights of the
Child (“CRC”)

4:45 pm - 5:00 pm

Closing Remarks

Anand Raj
President, Malaysian Bar




TERMS AND CONDITIONS

Event Policy
Admission is free, but advance registration is required.

Places will be allocated on a first come, first served basis. The registration for this session will close on 9 June
2026 (Tuesday), at 12:00 pm.

The organiser reserves the right to modify, cancel or postpone the event, should circumstances arise that make
such action necessary.

Cancellation
Cancellations must be made in writing.

Substitutions are allowed. Kindly inform us in writing with the relevant details at least three days in advance.

If you have failed to inform the organiser on your cancellation for three consecutive times, you may be
blacklisted for future events.

Transferral
You are allowed to transfer your place to another participant, but you must notify the organiser with the necessary
details at least three days in advance.

Attendance
CPD points for the CPD Scheme will not be awarded to lawyers and pupils in chambers from Peninsular

Malaysia who arrive more than 15 minutes late, are not present throughout the event, or leave before its
scheduled end.

Privacy

The personal information that you provide to the Malaysian Bar, whether now or in the future, may be used,
recorded, stored, disclosed or otherwise processed by or on behalf of the Malaysian Bar for the purposes of
facilitation and organisation of this event, research and audit, maintenance of a participant database for the
promotion of this event, and such ancillary services as may be relevant.

Disclaimer
« Materials (if any) will be emailed only. No printed notes will be provided.
« No recording of the event is permitted via any means at any time.
« No part of the event content may be used / reproduced in any form without the written and explicit consent of
the Malaysian Bar and speaker(s).

For enquiries, please contact:
Norazila Ismail, Administrative Assistant (norazila@malaysianbar.org.my);
Githanjali Sathivel, Officer (githanjali@malaysianbar.org.my); or
Jaskirath Sohanpal (kirath@kembankolektif.org)

o .,

Co-organised by the Bar Council Child Rights Committee and
the All-Party Parliamentary Group Malaysia on Children’s Rights, technical advisory by SUHAKAM

Issued by Dato’ Yasmeen bt Haji Mohd Shariff and M K Thas, Co-Chairpersons, Bar Council Child Rights Committee
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