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22 May 2025 (Thursday) | 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm

Platform: Online via Zoom

Building on the previous introductory session on the
Méndez Principles, this second webinar will focus on the
practical implementation of the Méndez Principles in the
Malaysian context. While Malaysia has expressed support
for the Méndez Principles at the international level, the real
challenge lies in translating these commitments into tangible
reforms within the national legal and justice systems. This
session will examine the legislative, procedural and
institutional changes necessary to operationalise the
Méndez Principles, with particular emphasis on the crucial
role lawyers play in this process.

Programme
7:00 pm  Welcoming Remarks

Abang Iwawan

Deputy Chairperson, Bar Council Human
Rights Committee

Opening Remarks

Cath Kent

Programme Lawyer, International Bar

Association’s Human Rights Institute
7:10 pm  Impact and Utility of the Méndez Principles
for Legal Professionals
Alka Pradhan
Human Rights Counsel, Guantanamo Bay
Military Commissions; Adjunct Professor,
University of Pennsylvania; Member, Méndez
Principles’ Drafting Group

Speakers

Cath Kent
Programme Lawyer, International Bar
Association’s Human Rights Institute

Cath Kent works on human rights in the
administration of justice and is the
thematic lead on torture prevention,
enforced disappearances, and the death penalty at the
International Bar Association’'s Human Rights Institute

(“IBAHRI").  She collaborates with legal professionals —
including judges, prosecutors, lawyers, and bar associations
worldwide — to design and deliver rights-based and

gender-sensitive programmes, including capacity building,
technical assistance, and advocacy. Before joining IBAHRI,
Cath worked as a human rights officer for the Organization
for Security and Co-operation in Europe’s Mission in
Kosovo. She has also held positions at, among others, the
Human Rights Centre of the University of Essex and the
International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia.
Cath holds an LLB (First Class Honours) from the University
of Nottingham and an LLM in International Human Rights
and Humanitarian Law with distinction from the University
of Essex.

Alka Pradhan

Human Rights Counsel, Guantanamo Bay
Military Commissions; Adjunct Professor,
University of Pennsylvania; Member,
Méndez Principles’ Drafting Group

Alka Pradhan is experienced in the
application of human rights and humanitarian law to
counterterrorism situations, and the impact of torture on fair
trials.  She is an associate counsel for the defence in
Prosecutor v Al Hassan at the International Criminal Court
and human rights counsel at the Guantanamo Bay Military
Commissions, representing one of the defendants in the
capital case of United States v Khalid Sheikh Mohammed (the
“9/11 case”). Sheis an adjunct professor at the University of
Pennsylvania, and the former Co-Chair of the IBA's Human
Rights Law Committee. She served as a member of the
Méndez Principles’ Drafting Group.

Larissa Ann Louis
Co-Chairperson, Bar Council Human
Rights Committee

Larissa Ann Louis graduated from the
University of Reading and was admitted as
a barrister-at-law (Middle Temple) in 2014.
She was later admitted as an advocate and solicitor of the
High Court of Malaya in 2016.

As the partner in charge of the pro bono unit at Azri, Lee
Swee Seng & Co., she is committed to advancing justice and
human rights. She is also an elected member of the Bar
Council and a Co-Chairperson of the Bar Council Human
Rights Committee.

Driven by a passion for ensuring access to justice, especially
during the COVID-19 pandemic, Larissa founded HaKita

This webinar is free of charge

Register online here
The objectives of this webinar are to identify key legal and
institutional  opportunities  for and  barriers  to
implementation; discuss concrete steps for integrating
non-coercive, rights-based interviewing methods into the
criminal justice framework; and highlight the responsibilities
of legal practitioners including defence counsel,
prosecutors, and judges in promoting effective and ethical
interview practices. This webinar is intended for lawyers,

legal policymakers, academics and all professionals engaged
with the Malaysian criminal justice system.

Plenary Discussion with Participants |
Implementation of the Méndez Principles
in Malaysia

+ What role and opportunities do you
foresee for lawyers in implementing the
Méndez Principles in Malaysia?

What challenges and potential solutions
do you envision in implementing the
Méndez Principles in Malaysia?

Moderator

Larissa Ann Louis

Co-Chairperson, Bar Council Human Rights
Committee

Cath Kent
Programme Lawyer, International Bar
Association’s Human Rights Institute
8:25 pm  Closing Remarks
Nid Satjipanon
Asia-Pacific Representative, Association for
the Prevention of Torture

Larissa Ann Louis
Co-Chairperson, Bar Council Human Rights
Committee

(Our Rights) in 2021, an initiative aimed at empowering
individuals with knowledge of their basic human rights. In
addition to her advocacy work, she has worked with the
Government of Malaysia on policy-making, offering
submissions and suggestions for amendments to various
laws.

As a litigator, Larissa is focused on public interest cases,
challenging unconstitutional provisions in court to protect
and uphold fundamental rights.

Nid Satjipanon
Asia-Pacific Representative, Association
for the Prevention of Torture

Nid  Satjipanon is the Asia-Pacific
Representative at the Association for the
Prevention of Torture (“APT"), an
international organisation dedicated to preventing torture
and ill-treatment all over the world. He supports national
authorities, oversight bodies and civil society to strengthen
legal safeguards, promote non-coercive interviewing
practices and implement effective monitoring systems
across Asia-Pacific. Before joining the APT, Nid worked
across different roles in the criminal justice system, including
as a criminal defence lawyer and as a senior adviser at a
National Human Rights Institution. Nid holds an LLB from
the University of Auckland and an LLM in Public
International Law from Queen Mary University of London.

Abang Iwawan
Deputy Chairperson, Bar Council Human
Rights Committee

Abang Iwawan is a partner of Abang & Co.
‘“‘ His practice focuses on international

arbitration as well as contentious and
non-contentious infrastructure-related matters. He is a
fellow of the Chartered Institute of Arbitrators (UK) and is
empanelled as an arbitrator at several institutions, including
the Asian International Arbitration Centre (“AIAC”) and the
Borneo International Centre for Arbitration and Mediation
(“BICAM").

Abang Iwawan is an elected member of the Bar Council,
where he currently serves as the Chairperson of the Bar
Council Arbitration and Construction Law Committee,
Deputy Chairperson of the Joint Committee on
Environmental, Social and Governance (“ESG”), and
Co-Deputy Chairperson of the Human Rights Committee.
He has also represented the Malaysian Bar at the United
Nations Human Rights Council in Geneva, and remains
active in legal and policy work on sustainability, climate
change and human rights.

Abang Iwawan sits on the AIAC's Expert Advisory
Committee for the Standard Form of Building Contracts, and
is the International Chamber of Commerce’s Young
Arbitration and ADF Forum Regional Representative for
South Asia (2024-2026).

Registration will close on 21 May 2025 (Wednesday) at 12:00 pm. v

Please note that no additional registration will be accepted once the closing

date has passed, or if the forum is full (whichever comes first).

We may not permit future registration if you fail to attend the forum after
registering, unless you provide acceptable and valid reason(s).

The organisers reserve the right to make any modifications which are necessary.

Organised by
Bar Council Human Rights Committee

Should you have any enquiries, please contact:

Rathi Ragunathan (rathi@malaysianbar.org.my); or
Pavithra Balasundram (pavithra@malaysianbar.org,my)
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