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Resolution Adopted at the 80 Annual General Meeting of the Malaysian Bar
(Held on 14 March 2026)

Resolution to Condemn Animal Cruelty and for Strict Enforcement of the Animal
Welfare Act 2015

WHEREAS: -

A. The Animal Welfare Act 2015 (“AWA 2015”) came into operation on 1.7.2017 and
represents Parliament’s legislative commitment to the protection and welfare of animals
in Malaysia;

B. AWA 2015 establishes, inter alia, the Animal Welfare Board and provides a statutory
framework to promote animal welfare, responsible ownership, and related matters;

C. Notwithstanding the enactment of AWA 2015, there continue to be numerous reported
incidents of cruelty, abuse, torture, and unlawful killing of animals in Malaysia,
including cases widely reported and documented in both traditional and social media;

D. In a number of instances, prosecutions relating to acts of cruelty against animals have
been pursued under the provisions of the Penal Code [Act 574], which do not fully
reflect the legislative intent and enhanced penalties introduced under AWA 2015;

E. AWA 2015 addresses animal welfare concerns, including significantly stronger
penalties intended to deter acts of cruelty against animals. Accordingly, offences
relating to cruelty against animals should be investigated and prosecuted under AWA
2015;

F. The rule of law requires that legislation enacted by Parliament be properly
implemented, enforced, and applied in accordance with its purpose and intent;

G. Malaysia, as a responsible member of the international community, recognizes the
importance of humane and responsible treatment of animals as part of the broader
framework of a just, compassionate, and civilized society. In this regard, Malaysia: -

(1) acknowledges the growing international recognition that the humane treatment
of animals forms an important component of responsible governance and
societal welfare; and

(i1) is expected to ensure that the protection and welfare of animals are upheld in
accordance with the standards and principles embodied in its domestic
legislation, including AWA 2015.




IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED THAT THE MALAYSIAN BAR: -

A.

Denounces all acts of cruelty, abuse, torture, or unlawful killing (in whatever manner)
of animals, whether perpetrated by individuals or otherwise, in contravention of the
provisions of the Animal Welfare Act 2015 (“AWA 2015”);

Demands all relevant enforcement authorities and prosecuting agencies to give full
effect to the legislative intent of AWA 2015 by ensuring that offences involving cruelty
to animals are investigated and prosecuted under the appropriate provisions of AWA
2015;

Condemns the acts of public authorities in acting without due adherence and
compliance with the provisions of the AWA 2015 including all applicable by-laws,
regulations, guidelines and standard operating procedures;

Abhors and condemns the abuse of Section 30(2)(e) of the AWA 2015 to justify the
killing of animals by firearms without the authorization of the veterinary authority
during emergency or for the purposes of disease control; and

Affirms its support for humane, lawful, and responsible approaches to animal
management and welfare, consistent with the principles embodied in AWA 2015.



